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the day following the publication of the Award he informed
the Prime Minister that he would resist his decision

" by declaring a perpetual fast unto death " and that
" this fast will cease if, during its progress, the British
Government, of its own motion or under pressure of public
opinion, revise their decision and withdraw their scheme
of communal electorates for the Depressed classes, whose
representatives should be elected by the general electorate
under a common franchise, no matter how wide it is." 1

The situation developed by Gandhi's fast was dramatic
in its effect, and undoubtedly riveted our attention on one
of the gruesome evils of Hindu society. But it deflected
our attention from the wider and more fundamental con-
cepts of the Indian Constitutional development. It is not
suggested here that Gandhi approved of many of the other
parts of the Government decision embodied in their Com-
munal Award. He singled out the provision of a separate
electorate for the Depressed classes, with the object of
awakening the Caste-Hindus to the realization of a malig-
nant ulcer eating into their social life, which the decision
did nothing to eradicate but on the contrary left untouched
to work its evil on the body-politic. Here Gandhi the saint
worked in consultation with Gandhi the politician.

Protest was also made by other Communities. The
Sikh delegates to the Conference resigned. At a mass
gathering of the Sikhs at the shrine of the Maharaja Ranjit
Singh, the British Government were warned of the conse-
quences of a " betrayal of Sikhs " in the Communal Award.
They further pledged themselves to offer Civil Disobedience
against the operation of this " mischievous and intriguing
Award/' whose main object was to set one community
against another. The Nationalist-Moslem organizations
recorded their disapproval of the ways and means by which
the compromise was to be effected. The All-India Women's
Conference expressed their opinion that the Award was

1 Letter from GandM to the Prime Minister, from Yeravda Central
Prison, August 18, 1932.